
Block Boosters
Environmental Health
pilot project

The environmental
Health Division is
developing a program

that educates residents and
neighborhood volunteers or
“Boosters” about creating
desirable neighborhoods. 

Block Boosters, based on the same principles as the Police Department’s Block
Captain program, distribute educational materials about code requirements and
nuisance violations, such as tall grass, abandoned vehicles and improper refuse storage. 

After studying the outcomes of other City programs and enlisting volunteers,
Environmental Health will create a training program and work with volunteers to
develop resources, organize meetings and rate the viability of the program. 

For more information or to obtain a brochure, call Environmental Health
Manager Lynn Moore at 952-563-8970. 
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Communications Administrator 
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The Ci ty of Bloom ington com plies wi th al l a pplicable
provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA),
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and does not
discriminate on the basis of disability in the admission or
access to, or trea tment or em ployment in, i ts services,
programs, or acti vities. Upon request,  accommodation
will be provided to allow individuals with disabilities to
participate in all City of Bloomington services, programs,
and activities. The City has designated coordinators to
facilitate com pliance wi th the A mericans wi th
Disabilities Act of 1990 (AD A), a nd to coord inate
compliance with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of
1973 as mandated by the U.S. Department of Housing and
Urban Development regulations. For more information,
contact the Hu man Services Di vision, Ci ty of
Bloomington, 1800 W est Old Shakopee Road,
Bloomington, MN 55431-3027;  (952)563-8733 (V oice);
952-563-8740 (TTY).

Upon request, this information can be provided in Braille,
large print, audio tape and/or electronic format.
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Something for everyone

At home in Bloomington
HRA hosts workshops 

The Housing and Redevelopment Authority (HRA) will be
offering a series of free seminars in 2008. The seminars will

focus on home improvement and remodeling ideas. The first
workshop in the series, Aging in Place: Design Strategies to Stay in
Your Home Longer, will be presented by Kaas-Wilson Architects,
Thursday, June 12, 7 p.m., Civic Plaza, 1800 W. Old Shakopee Road.
Ideas and strategies on how to make your home grow with you will
be discussed. Other upcoming seminars include Sustainable

Gardening: Using Native Plants and Water Management, Thursday, August 14, and
Green Materials for Remodeling, Thursday, October 23. All seminars are free. 

For more information, contact Tom Holman at 952-563-8941 or visit the City’s Web
site at www.ci.bloomington.mn.us, keyword: HRA.

Healthy smiles
Oral health grant received

Bloomington Public Health recently received a grant from Delta Dental Philanthropic
Foundation to purchase materials and supplies to improve the oral health of uninsured

children in the community. The grant will also make it possible for Public Health nurses to provide
fluoride varnish applications for children’s teeth at the Public Health Center and during home visits.
In addition, educational information about good oral hygiene and the safety and value of tap water
will be provided.  

For more information on the above programs, contact Health Activity Coordinator Rose Jost at
952-563-8910.

Helping kids to breath easy
Reducing the environmental triggers of asthma 

Bloomington Public Health is participating in a new early intervention
program created by the Minnesota Department of Health. The Reducing

Environmental Triggers of Asthma (RETA) Home Intervention Project is designed to
reduce environmentally induced asthma through education from a certified asthma
educator and inexpensive, uncomplicated treatments, such as high-efficiency
particulate air (HEPA) vacuum cleaners and pillow and mattress dust encasements.  

Minimizing or eliminating exposure to environmental allergens and triggers has
been shown to improve health dramatically and reduce health care costs by almost
$2,000 per asthmatic child.
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In an average year, the Twin Cities
area uses about 20 percent of its

treated drinking water outdoors to
water lawns and gardens and wash
cars. In dry years that can increase to
more than 30 percent. However, this
figure can be reduced through sound
water conservation practices:

• Convert lawns to native plants.
• Sweep with a broom, not a hose.
• Collect rain water and use it to
water gardens and houseplants.
• Water your lawn early in the
morning or late in the evening. If you
have an in-ground irrigation system,
use a rain sensor shut-off device.

• Cut grass to no shorter than two
inches to reduce evaporation.
• Use shut-off nozzles on hoses
when washing cars.

For more information, visit our Web
site at www.ci.bloomington.mn.us,
keyword: Restrictions.

Conserve water throughout the summer
Tried and true practices

 Ask the City
Information at your
fingertips 

The Human Services Help Line is
now Ask the City, a system that

provides quick ways for a resident to
ask a question, report a complaint
and get resolution. While online,
residents can search frequently
asked questions, submit specific
questions and start a service ticket.
A service request can be anything
from fixing a pothole to locating low
income housing.

Don’t worry if you can’t access
the Internet – you can still call
952-563-4957 V/TTY or visit
Creekside Community Center, 9801
Penn Ave. S. Hours are Monday -
Friday, 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Staff will
clarify your request, discuss possible
resources and get you connected to
appropriate resources. 

Metro Five-0+
Try something new

If you’re age 50 or older and
would like the opportunity to

meet new people, experience new
things and get involved in your
community, then Metro Five-0+ is
for you. Have fun and get energized
while directing the activities that
you want to do. 

For more information, call Jackie
Doncavage at 952-563-4957 V/TTY. 
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